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Catherine Le Quesne

Called: 1993

+44 (0) 20 7353 4854

E CLeQuesne@3djb.co.uk

Practice Overview

Catherine Le Quesne is a very experienced practitioner specialising in representing parents and Guardians in
care proceedings.

Catherine has a friendly and approachable manner and is able to establish a rapport easily with her clients; her
patience enables her to work with parents who have vulnerabilities such as cognitive difficulties, mental health or
addiction problems.

Catherine enjoys the challenge of listening to her clients and adopting arguments tailored to their individual
instructions. Catherine has been involved in cases involving physical, emotional and sexual abuse and non-
accidental injury; she is a composed advocate with a succinct and precise use of language.

Catherine also represents parents in private law proceedings and accepts instructions under the direct access
scheme.

Testimonials

"She combined outstanding professionalism with a calm, reassuring presence. Her advocacy in court was
exceptional -clear, persuasive, and rooted in both a deep knowledge of the law and a real understanding of the
nuances of my case. She was fully prepared at every stage, but also responsive and adaptable when matters
shifted in the courtroom&hellip; | will always be grateful for her diligence, wisdom, and humanity" -Lay client

Degree/University
B.A. Hons ( University of Manchester)
Diploma in Law, City University

Memberships
Family Law Bar Association

Areas of Practice

Domestic Violence

Public Children Law

Private Children Law

Residence and Contact Applications

Languages
Conversational French

Outside Interests
Theatre, walking and cookery
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Practice Overview

Laurence is a family law specialist who accepts instructions across the full spectrum of Chambers' work,
including:

Financial remedies Private and Public children Schedule 1 Children Act 1989 Family Law Act 1996

In Public law cases, Laurence acts for Guardians, Local Authorities and parents.

Laurence practices in Civil law and Chancery including:

TLATA 1996 disputes Wills Probate Real Property

He is always pleased to engage with professional clients dealing with challenging legal scenarios.

Laurence is qualified to accept instructions under the Bar Council Public Access scheme.

Testimonials

"Your acceptance of the late instructions was so appreciated and then your work overnight and today was
exemplary. Your advocacy and your advice on strategy was excellent. | particularly appreciated and respected
the care and kindness with which you supported... yet still gave such great and clear advice throughout. Thank
you!"

"He obtained incredible results for our client, who was extremely pleased and wishes to instruct him again on
future matters." -Professional Client

Recent Seminars

2024: Current Issues in Modest Asset Cases: Part 1. Considered two issues (i) What's in the Pot?
'matrimonialisation’ after Standish v Standish [2024] EWCA 567 and (ii) The 'Chimera’' Problem -Family Loans &
Resources

2025: Current Issues in Modest Asset Cases: Part 2. Consideration of (i) Conduct (ii) Costs and (iii) Non-Court
Dispute Resolution.

Both seminars co-presented with Elizabeth Wark.

Laurence enjoys contributing to student training at Gray's Inn and, in 2025, helped judge the University of
Greenwich Moot competition.

He works with the charity Bridging the Bar to mentor aspirant barristers from non-traditional backgrounds.
Before transferring to the Bar, Laurence worked in procurement, gaining extensive experience of business
negotiation. He has chaired a charity and worked directly with countless vulnerable and homeless people.

His communication skills, and his sensitive yet determined approach are appreciated by both clients and
tribunals.

Degree/University

B.A Hons English Language and Literature (University of Leeds)
GDL (University of Law)

BPTC (University of Law)
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Scholarships/Awards/Prizes

Purvis Prize (University of Leeds)
Advocacy Scholar (University of Law)
Sir Dingle Foot Scholar (Gray's Inn)

Memberships
The Family Law Bar Association
The Honourable Society of Gray's Inn

Areas of Practice

Family

Domestic Violence

Family Finance

Public Children Law

Private Children Law

Civil

Contract, Company and Commercial
Chancery

Housing

Other responsibilities

3 DJB management committee
3 DJB marketing committee

3 DJB pupillage committee
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