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Laura Wakeford

Called: 2016

+44 (0) 20 7353 4854

LWakeford@3djb.co.uk

Practice Overview

Laura welcomes instructions to advise and represent clients in all areas of Family Law. 
Laura has appeared in all levels of Court, up to and including the High Court.  Laura is meticulous in her
preparation; her attention to detail, calm manner and professionalism win her favour with clients.  Laura gives
straight forward and clear advice and frequently secures favourable outcomes.  Laura regularly appears in Court
and has a busy practice in Chambers.
Laura is very experienced in private children law applications, dealing with complex allegations of domestic
abuse and alienation, including in cases where the child is represented.  Laura has experience representing
clients in both temporary and permanent leave to remove applications and is interested in expanding her practice
in these areas.  Laura has advised and represented clients in cases where habitual residence is in issue and in
standalone applications for specific issue orders and prohibited steps orders in a broad range of areas, including
peremptory return applications. 
Laura has experience with appeals; preparing grounds of appeal and skeleton arguments and advocacy in
relation to both permission and substantive appeal applications.  Laura has successfully secured an urgent stay
and permission to appeal following a child arrangements order, changing the child's living arrangements, being
made at a FHDRA. 
Laura has broad experience in financial remedies work.  She has represented clients at all stages of
proceedings; FDA, FDR and final hearings, including multiday final hearings.  Laura has experience of complex
cases dealing with third party property ownership, company assets and international elements.  Laura accepts
instructions in Schedule 1 and TOLATA applications. 
Laura has a busy public law children practice, with experience representing Local Authorities, parents,
grandparents and Guardians in care proceedings.  Laura is regularly instructed in interim care order hearings,
case management hearings and issues resolution hearings.  Laura has been instructed in and represented
clients in multiday final hearings within care proceedings.
Laura is regularly instructed to represent vulnerable clients and has experience representing clients with learning
difficulties/ disabilities. 
Laura accepts instructions in applications for injunctive relief under the Family Law Act 1996 and has vast
experience representing clients both seeking and opposing applications for non-molestation and occupation
orders.  Laura has some experience of applications where Forced Marriage is in issue.
Prior to joining chambers, Laura gained broad legal experience working as a paralegal undertaking fitness to
practise investigations on behalf of large regulators and in employment law.
 
 
 
Click Here to View Laura Wakeford's Privacy Policy

Degree/University
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LLB Law, Southampton University (First)
BPTC, University of Law (Outstanding)
 
Scholarships/Awards/Prizes 
Philip Teichman Award, Inner Temple 
Prize for obtaning "Outsanding" on the BPTC, Inner Temple
 
Memberships
The Honourable Society of Inner Temple
Family Law Bar Association 
 
Areas of Practice
Domestic Violence
Family Finance
Public Children Law
Private Children Law
 
Other interests
Laura sits on the Management and Pupillage Committee within Chambers. 
Laura is a keen netball player.
Laura provides ad hoc pro bono assistance to clients through the Centre for Women's Justice as a Legal
Reference Panel Member
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Ben Birtchnell

Called: 2009

+44 (0) 20 7353 4854

BBirtchnell@3djb.co.uk

Practice Overview

Ben Birtchnell -Ranked: Tier 4 -FAMILY: CHILDREN AND DOMESTIC ABUSE -'Ben Birtchnell has expertise
in handling cases involving jurisdictional issues.' Legal 500 2026
Ben regularly represents clients in the Family Court, the Magistrates and County Courts, the Court of Protection,
the High Court (Family and Chancery Divisions) and the Court of Appeal. He also represents in civil and family
mediations and family arbitrations.
In Family law, Ben is instructed by parents, guardians and local authorities in the final hearings of public and
private law Children Act proceedings throughout the South-East of England. He also conducts cases with a
cross-border element, such as international relocation and cases of international child abduction under the
Hague Convention 1980 and the inherent jurisdiction of the High Court. In addition, Ben has an extensive
matrimonial finance practice, working with high value and complex cases involving pre-nuptial agreements,
business valuations, international assets and issues of non-disclosure.
Ben also has a Chancery practice, with particular experience in the law of wills and trusts (including co-
ownership of property cases), business partnership disputes and probate and Inheritance Act 1975 claims.
An incisive, tenacious advocate with a comprehensive knowledge of the law, Ben also builds the trust and
rapport necessary to influence and negotiate, while his calm demeanour is reassuring to clients and judges alike.

Degree/University
MA (Trinity College, Oxford)
BVC (BPP Law School, London) (Very Competent)
GDL (College of Law, Guildford) (Commendation)
 
Scholarships/Awards/Prizes
Cholmeley Scholarship
Wigglesworth Scholarship
Sir Louis Gluckstein Advocacy Competition Finalist
 
Memberships
Denning Society
Bar Pro Bono Unit
Family Law Bar Association
 
Areas of Practice
Family
Family Finance
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Public Children Law
Private Children Law 
International Family Law 
Domestic Violence 
Adoption
Costs
Deprivation of Liberty
Fabricated or Induced Illness (FII)
Hague Convention 1980
Hague Convention 1996
Mental Health Issues
Neglect
Non-Accidental Injury
Parental Alienation
Physical Abuse
Sexual Abuse
Special Guardianship
Specific Issue Orders
Vulnerable Witnesses
 
Matrimonial Finance
Business Assets
Children Act 1989: Schedule 1
Financial Remedies on Divorce
Foreign Assets
Insolvency
Non-Disclosure
Transfer of Tenancy
Validity of Marriage
 
Chancery
Co-ownership of Property
Court of Protection (Property & Affairs)
Inheritance Act 1975
Partnership
Probate
Trusts of Land and Appointment of Trustees Act 1996 (TOLATA)


