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From Africa to the Bar of England and Wales,
and expertly navigating its challenges -
Ayesha Hasan shares her lessons learnt

olf iy blond is law, Tknew from
nmn J'I’I’ﬂ}' nge what 1 wanted o be
when T grew up and [ wis hocky m
b part of m family who created and
frsrered that inrerest. From early
chileheood 1 would hear stories
alwsist some boys being shipwrecked and who to
muirder for the naxt meal (in ordear to surave),
why if 2 shop sdvertises a price it has tosell to the
customer at that price, and what to do when you
find a snail in your gloger beer. So, at the ripe old
ape of 10, thess decussions wers sowing the sesds
of the law of necessity, contract and bort — not that 1
really understood thelr relevance at the tme.

Breaking through
traditions - and
creating new ones

Initially, 1 thought there was only one Inn
of Cowrt. [ was broaght up in Nigeria whers my
father, having practised in chambess with his father
and unche in Fiji lslands, ended up shorty after 1
was bornin London. My Father was called to the
Bar from Gray's Inn in 1952, my grandfathes was
called in 1915 from Gray’s Inn, and my great uncle
was also called o Gray’s in 1914, Having grown up
exposed m etories which were really cases in law
reports [ decided to read law and... was called to
the Honourabde Sociery of Gray's Inn in 1987,

The English Bar was not a particularly
encouraging place for people of eolour at the
time, 50 not knowing whether 1 would be able o
‘make it’, [ simulmneously enmlled in the Puniab
Bar, Lahnore, Pakistan. [ should have mentioned my
ameestry is Asian Pakistani.

Qalifying was probably the sasy part. The
struggle to et a popillage veas no different o
whant pipils face chese days in terms of the toagh
competition. Plus, 1 had some other “disaclvantages’.
This vwas the late B0sand I was teld during some of
the few inberviews 1 was invited to that Yyour fece
does ot it or ‘people of vowr 0k shold Erowe wiea to
leave the Bar’. 1 sull do not understand what the first
one means. As for the second, well, 1 will let you
decide. | am p-}:a.ha:d LD S&y that a Lot has changlbd
glnee those days and ro pupil would face such
comments today. It would simply not be wolerated.

Lady Luck Intervened when a friend of mine
Introduced me to the concept of marshalling
during pupillage. | applied and was lucky 1o
mamrshall with n Fmil}'ﬁi\'is.‘im.hdgn. A v lived
close to ench ather he would chauffeor me up and
doven to Winchester ot the weekend, T :pl'nrrhmr
weels in the judge’s beautiful kedge, meeting
different members of the Judiciary, swanning around
wenring whin'glfur.: and travelling in a limousine
el from the Irlritl;inzw mneourt, SitHng up on the
Bench was a real experience, watching eminent silks
plying their trade pnd lesming the art of sdvncacy,
My highlight weas when | was allowed o swear in
a wikiess and realised juse how bdg & court is for
evaryoe to hear you, On learndng | was looking for
& tenancy, an advocate who appensd to be m the
Bar Amateur Dramatics Soceety introduced me o his
fellow thesplans in another set where | managed to
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sogure a thind-six pupillage. After completing thar
pupillage, T was offered atenaney in 3 Dy Johnson's
Buildings in 1989, I'wes the first person in those
chambers who identified as BAME and a Muskim, My
Inck earried through, as it was also through another
Fellow pupil in my first set that [ mes moy futre
husbamd at a friend’s wedding in Austria,

Learning on the job is stll the best way
and the anly way to understand how the law
worlks. Having secured tenancy, the work started
to Howe. Mainly cximina] law, acting on behalf of the
drivers, who were members of the Licenssd Taxi
Dirivers” Association and getting acquainted with
the jargon of the strest specifically the language
used by my criminal clients, Bxperience ks vour
best teacher. The mistabkes you make you never
repeat again, 1 was no exception and made my
Fair share — most memoerzbly, when I challenged
a pocential juror for no cause believing that the
right o peremptory challenges still existed. My
client still wanted me to act for her, and whils my
confidence had taken 8 huge knock, I persevered
and four days later ended getdng her an acquital.
The judge rnm;ﬂimrrm-il me on my sdvacacy after
the initial foux pas, From this lesson, Tlearmnta lot
||'.1m|t1'|1}m-.lf. the system and the ahility to march
on, irrespective of the inevitable knocks that will
come along the way.

The B0s was not easy an easy time tobea
Minstien it the Bar. Trying to dres sceording to
your faith was & non-starter, due @ the need
have to blend . Having your fece ‘not At wis one
Ihmg. }’WHI.I.IJ.LP[I.IH‘J].IHE albous heat, but d:-::au.u;
differently was simply going 1o make you stand out,
[ the wrong reasons, The dress code at the tme
[on female barristers was very strict, no Uroesers
or hijabs allowed. 1 did novwear hijab but egually
had mever worn a skin prior to coming (o the Bar.
Afer a healthy debate with my Eather, whe was
of the view that a sarl would work pecfectly as he
recalled & famale barrigter in 1952 being ealled in
one, Tdecided to oy the shirt option. Having said
that, 1did get ealled to the Bar in o sari, having
been gramted specinl permission from Gray's Inn,
bt never thought that could ke my doy dress in
practioe,

Ieis Freat to see how the Bar has r'hlnﬁfti
over 30 years, where it is normal to see
pracrifioners wearing whatever religious dress
they choose, be it a turban or hrjab and not jus
practising at the Bar bus sitting on the Bench.
Histerically, turbans were always more “acceptable’
thar the h.ijab.

When family law adopted me, 1 finally
Foune my specialism. [ was lucky that my practice
tosenk off. Criminal law appeared to be the young
barristers” daily bresd, then opportunities came to
act in the company court ‘where you toush wiod',
and in personal injury cases everyone pitched in
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guessing what the qoanium of damages would be.
Orver the years, chambers and practices started to
change, Specialisms became fashionable, and before
lemg were becoming the norm, It is very hard to
bk that trend nowe, bt T do feel it is 2 shame and
hage loss to the Young Bar not to hawfhﬂfﬂl'rl}-
exposure and ahility to cross-examine police officers
in eriminal cases bafore they specialise,

The Bar we lnesw = and how we pracrised =
changed overnight when the pandemic kit in
March 2020, Working from home became the norm
and the camaraderie and exchanges of war stories
of each [FRrE0N'S SXperience i oourt became & lh.lug
of the past. Trips to the local watering hole to st
amaong friends and colleagues dried up. Footfall in
charmbers lell 1o the podnt that rooms, where onee
you meeded o squesze past desks Lo get to vour
own, with shelves overflowing with papers neatly
tied up in pink ribbon, were reduced 1o e-bundles.
Space was abundant but sadly nobody was using It

It has always been the people and not the
pramises that makes a set snceesstul. Lide did T
think, when [ was taken on s a third-six pupil, that
T would be following in the foststeps of the likes
of Charles Darling Q0 (18800, Edward Corson Q0
(1897, Geoffrey Crispin QC (1946) and William
(Rill) Millar [1978) who was my own head of
chambers when Tjnim'r'l. Tn 2019, after 30 yeurs in
chambers, T was elected hend of chambers, Life ot
the Temple has a kot to be said for it bos on 1Janoary
2023 1 mowved my chambers, which had spent aver
100 years in the Inner Temple, m 15 Toak's Court,
We may be in Charles Dickens' home where he wrate
The Christmos Carnl in 1843, bot [ cam sssare you
there is nothing Dickensian in nature about ous
neve abode. The changes in the Bar are not simply
encapstilated in the specalisms, increaad diversity
anl abulity to gualdy withoul having to attend any
dinmess but in that many chambers balieve that you

do not have to be in the lrms of Court. @

dyexio Husan nx a babry
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